Crooked Light Saber (6A44.45)

Location: 68-6L
Concept/Purpose: Total Internal Reflection

Procedure/Explanation: A red Helium Neon laser is aimed into a large gallon sized plastic container full of water. The container has a small hole in its side opposite to the side where the laser enters the water. The laser is aimed directly at the small hole so that it follows the stream of water that leaks out of the container. The laser light in the water stream is totally internally reflected so it appears to be a crooked laser beam falling into the sink. A pinch of coffee creamer is added to the water to scatter the laser light and make it more visible.

